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No wonder these forest-hermits, growing daily
in the beauty of self-renunciation, excited the
admiration of Alexander the Great, who tried In
vain to draw them into homage to himself.
They were the servants of the only Love, What
cared they for the conqueror ? No wonder kings
and princes felt the fascination of these forest
sages, and in some cases, themselves resigned
their sceptres and sovereignty and went into
the forest to live the life of self-abnegation.
Goethe's women are the joy of his readers all
over the world; but I wonder if they can
compare with Sakuntala; and the secret of
Sakuntala is her self-effacement
One of the great dramatists of Austria has a
drama called " Hero w.   " Hero " is a priestess
who takes the vow of single blessedness, but
Is unequal to the demands of the vow and is
overwhelmed by love.   How superior is Sa-
kuntala who realises the truth that love is not
enjoyment but self-discipline in the school of
life; that the noblest joy of love is only givefc
him who partakes of the sacrament of suffer-
ing.   So, too, Urvasi has to suffer and be
purified through suffering.    Pururavas, too*
has to suffer and be purified; he goes in
quest of her, he wanders Over Mil and dale,
and  at last, when he finds Urvasi,  he,  to
<jucrte the pbetV words, 'lies weeping in her
arms*-